Dear hockey friends,

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of our Match Planner and Umpire
Manager Frank KLeijn.

On Sunday afternoon, after an unfair battle, Frank Kleijn passed away. He was a committed
entrepreneur, enthusiastic organiser and, above all, a great hockey fan. Someone who was
invaluable to our club.

Frank had been associated with Forward (later merged with HC Tilburg) since his youth.
After a period of study, he returned, together with Cilla and later their children. The club
always remained a fixture in his life. He enjoyed coaching various youth teams, sponsored a
wide range of club activities and was involved in countless ways.

As an avid umpire, Frank refereed countless matches, always with an eye for sportsmanship
and enjoyment of the game. Together with Cilla, his wife, he was also a driving force behind
the ISVT and IKT tournaments, where young and old alike could enjoy hockey and club
spirit with visible enthusiasm.

On the sidelines, Frank was a loyal and proud supporter. He was always there to cheer on
Cilla and their children: son Steven (H4), daughter Inger (D6) and daughter-in-law Indy (D6).
They never lacked support and commitment.

Frank was recognisable from afar: tall, with a generous smile and always twinkling eyes.
After the matches, especially those of the Ladies and Men's Premier League teams, he liked
to sit down with a few beers to reflect on the game. He saw opportunities where others saw
problems, remained optimistic and was never too lazy to lend a hand. Not only at the club,
but also within his company Stratson.

Recently, his health had been failing him more and more. Yet Frank, with his characteristic
humour, always managed to surprise us and see the positive side of things.

We will remember Frank as a warm person, a connector and a true club man.
We wish Cilla, Steven, Inger and Indy much strength in coping with this great loss.




On behalf of the ISVT committee,

Pamela Bosch,
Honorary Secretary

17 December 2025

Dear Pamela,

On behalf of the Board of WGMA, I am sending you our sincerest condolences on the death
of Frank Kleijn.

We were very said to learn about this, as Frank has been, for so many years, one of the
driving forces in your organising committee for many ISVT tournaments. WGMA has always
been proud of the association between our two organisations and thankful for the enormous
success that also rubbed off on WGMA and Frank has played a significant part in
establishing the right environment to make this happen; not only for the players, but also
especially for umpires and officials. As an umpire myself, I have been able to witness the
latter first hand. Frank was a gentleman with his hockey heart in the right place, always
committed to the task of being the perfect host, and I have never seen him fail in that during
the several ISVT's that I have attended. His act will be tough to follow, so the next
tournament will be different. Frank will be sadly missed by all.

Please extend our sympathy to his wife, his children and all his best friends and colleagues in
hockey.

With kind regards, Jaap.

Jaap Quarles van Ufford
WGMA Technical Director



Dear Pamela

I am shocked to hear such sad news. I had communicated with Frank many times over last
three years regarding umpiring matters at Tilburg. Furthermore, meeting him in person found
him to be gentle and pleasant person. He was superb organisers and very helpful.

I suggest (and maybe I am being too presumptuous) that from now onwards the ISVT
tournament should be re-named in his honour. Maybe call it Frank Kleijn tournament.

The tournament will not be same without his presence in the admin. office.

He will be indeed greatly missed.

Imtiaz Sheikh

England Lions/Tigers manager.

Pamela

Shocked to hear such awful news

Our sympathies from all at Alliance Hockey to his family and close friends
Another loss of a good man who will be sorely missed

Yours In Hockey

T D Gingell
Vice President Men — Alliance International Hockey Club

Dear Friends,

I was very sorry to hear about your loss. Please accept my deepest condolences, also on
behalf of the entire Gens Italica team.

Vincenzo Bruno

Pamela
That is extremely sad news
The Warlocks send their condolences to his family

Kind regards
John Ingram Marriott



