
                                                                 John Willmott 

Message from Rafia Willmott 

In Loving Memory of John Willmott 

“It is with great sadness that we share the news of our dear friend, loving husband and 

father, John Willmott. 

John was more than just a passionate hockey player - he was a true teammate, a loyal 

friend and someone who brought warmth, humour and kindness wherever he went. His 

love for the game reflected his approach to life: full of energy, dedication and generosity 

of spirit. 

We will remember John not only for his skill (or lack of) on the hockey field but for the 

friendships he built and the way he inspired those around him. His presence will be 

deeply missed, yet his memory will stay with us - in every story, every smile, and every 

match played in his honour. 

Rest in peace dear friend. You will always be part of our hearts. For any condolences 

please write to: 

Eddington Mill House Upper Eddington Hungerford 

RG17 0HL 

or john@willmott.co 

Charitable donations can be made to John's organisation, ‘Smarten Up Hungerford’ 

which he was so proud of.” 

 

Dear Rafia, 

The WGMA Board members are shocked and devastated at John's sudden demise and 

offer their heartfelt condolences to you and the family. 

John embodied the spirit of Grand Masters hockey and will be affectionately 

remembered for his lifelong love of hockey and everyone associated with the game. A 

colourful and gregarious character he had worn many hats (and coats) through his 

hockey career and was the perfect person to succeed Wim van Noortwijk and Peter 

Child as the 3rd President of WGMA. He has been a very visible presence at all WGMA 



associated events during the past six years and the successful international gatherings at 

Barcelona, The Hague and most recently at Nottingham were established as a result of 

his enthusiasm for blending competitive hockey with a festival atmosphere providing 

fun for both players and supporters. 

As the main World and Federation tournaments developed into more serious 

international events, he recognised the fact that it was important that Grand Masters in 

particular, should be offered a variety of relaxed and more social events throughout the 

year that could be enjoyed by both players and their supporters. 

This is John's legacy to Grand Masters hockey and WGMA will continue to pursue these 

objectives. 

Adrian, Dave, Jaap, Jawed, Linda, Jose, Patricia 

 

Greetings Pistons 

I write with some sad news of the passing of John Willmott earlier in the week. Our 

thoughts are with Rafia, all his children and the rest of his family. 

For those who hadn't met John, he was a larger then life character and had been a 

Piston for most of his life, his father Robin being one of Pistons founding members. 

John had been our President for many years before Phillip Sudells tenure, but perhaps 

his greatest accomplishment with Pistons, was being one of the driving forces behind 

the continued success of the annual 6 Nations tournament. John was also one of the 

pivotal people involved in the creation of the Southgate Hockey Centre, Pistons home. 

RBL 

President 

Pistons Summer Hockey Club 

 

On behalf of all members of the LX Club, I wish to express our shock and sadness at the 

recent passing of the WGMA President. 

We have informed our members, many of whom knew John personally, and many more 

who were touched by his enthusiasm, sincerity and unerring commitment to hockey. 

Most recently, we were exceptionally grateful for his active role at Nottingham. 



If you are considering any specific acts of remembrance, LX would be honoured to be 

involved. 

Yours sincerely  

Mike Leatt  

Chair LX 

 

I am truly sad to receive this terrible news. 

WGMA loses another great Friend and once again our President. 

John, your charm was contagious to all of us, with the spirit of WGMA. 

You will remain forever in our hearts and watch over us from above together with Wim. 

May the earth be gentle upon you. R.I.P. 

Condolences to the family and to the entire WGMA world.  

Antonio Tolomei 

 

Very sad news Jawed. May he rest in peace. Condolences to his family.  

Regards,  

Jan Dekker 

 

I'm so sorry to hear about John. 

Could you please pass on the thoughts and regards of the Scottish Thistles Masters 

Hockey Club to his friends and family. 

A very sad loss, and John will be missed by many in the hockey world and beyond.  

Kind regards, 

John Lees 



 

 

 

Deeply Condolence from Nawaz Rana on the death of John Willmott. May God rest his 

soul in peace 

Regards  

Nawaz Rana From Austria 

 

My deepest condolences.  

Eduardo Guelfand (Argentina) 

 

Please accept our deepest condolences on behalf of Spanish hockey and convey them 

to the family. 

Warm regards,  

Miguel A. Masana 

 

I get the news with high sadness. 

He was a good friend. Very charming, open, honest and clever. He managed many 

hockey responsibilities with full success. 

He was a good friend of the friends. He was a good leader. 

I will keep him forever in my heart.  

Leandro Negre 

 

Sadden with the news. We will definitely miss him and he contribution he served. Please 

convey my sincere heartfelt condolences to his family and friend. 

Amarjit World Cup Singh 



 

Les membres du Luc Ronchin Hockey ont appris avec tristesse le décès de John 

Willmott, président de la WGMA et présentent à sa famille leurs sincères condoléances. 

Ils avaient été très honorés de la présence de John lors du 24 ème Tournoi Jacques Levy, 

Grand Masters Tournament, en Mars 2022 sur le terrain du Luc Ronchin Hockey. 

Beatrice Wlodarczak 

 

My sincère condoléances. 

On behalf of Belgium Old Lions 75+  

Anthony Leidensdorf 

 

It was great shock for us when we heard the sad news of the sudden passing of John. A 

great loss for his family, friends and the hockey community. 

Our warmest condolences on behalf of the ISVT organizing committee for his family and 

our thoughts are with them these days. 

I was looking at the aftermovie 2023 on our website when John did the prize giving. 

That shows how John was and how we will remember him. We will never forget him. 

The ISVT committee.  

Pamela Bosch 

 

Dear family and many friends, it is indeed a heavy shock to Learn of John's passing 

away. I hope that hé did not suffer in the last hours. One of my achievements in hockey 

has been getting to know him and tell myself: "John is my friends. I wish you all a warm 

get-together.  

Bernard Verbunt  

Former vice President 

 



On behalf of the community of French Hockey Masters: 

Nous vous présentons nos plus sincères condoléances à l'occasion du décès de John. 

Nous le rencontrions depuis quelques années au bord des terrains et lors des remises 

des prix à la fin de Tournois comme Barcelone, LUC Ronchin, Bruxelles, La Haye.etc... 

Nous apprécions beaucoup son esprit, sa gentillesse, son humour et nous partagions 

bien sur sa passion du hockey. 

Sa francophilie faisait que le contact était encore plus facile. 

Des l'annonce de son décès nous avons reçu beaucoup de témoignages, photos et 

vidéos sur notre What's app sur les bons moments, discussions et chansons partagés 

avec lui. 

Bravo aussi pour son engagement comme Président de la WGMA, de l'ambiance et de la 

convivialité qu'il a su défendre et maintenir, et d'avoir assumé jusqu'au bout avec la 

Présidence de cette dernière AG du 30 septembre, quelques jours avant son départ. 

Il va bien nous manquer lors de nos prochains rendez vous. Notre amical soutien à sa 

famille 

Qu'il repose en paix. 

French Masters Hockey 

 

Very sad news indeed. 

John and I became close friends in the 5 years or so since we first met in Tilburg. We 

shared a passion for hockey and a similar sense of humour but I would never claim to 

compete with his wardrobe! 

Condolences and best wishes to Rafia and the family.  

Smoggy 

 

I am so sorry to hear this as I was really looking forward to working with John as a new 

member of the board. May he rest in peace. Lets all continue to honor him by loving the 

game of hockey as much as he did. 



Patricia Rudy 

 

In memory to John 

3 times I met John at the ISVT. 

A very nice man, thinking with us and always in for a good joke. Rest in peace. 

Hans van den Heuvel 

 

Tellement tellement triste d'apprendre cette nouvelle ! 

J'ai rencontré John à notre premier tournoi "grands masters" à Tilburg, en avril 2021. 

Nous étions au tout début de notre grande aventure Belgium Old Panthers. 

Tout de suite nous avons sympathisés, John a été adorable, alors qu'il n'était portant pas 

au mieux de sa forme... 

Nous avons continué de nous voir à d'autres tournois ou de nous envoyer des messages 

et photos par WatsApp, toujours sur le ton de la bonne humeur et de la blague... 

Je garderai de lui le souvenir de ses magnifiques chaussures, ses costumes bariolés, son 

rire et ses chansons et bien sur son amour inconditionnel pour le hockey quelque soit 

son état de santé ! 

God bless him !  

Block Cocotte 

 

On behalf of the organizing committee of the Tilburg International Super Veterans 

Tournament, I want to offer our sincere condolences to relatives, family and friends of 

John. We will always remember John for his enthusiasm, his friendship, his humor and 

kindness, his efforts in bringing together people from all nationalities who share his love 

for the game. John, we will miss you, rest in peace. 

Rob Kluyt  

Chairman ISVT 



 

My deepest condolances for our good hockey- friend.  

Jan Pouw SCHC -Netherlands 

 

Dear family, 

We will miss his extraordinary presence at the Alliance Tilburg Tournament. 

With love, 

Peter and Saskia Bennis 

October 2025 

 


