
 
 
 

WORLD GRAND MASTERS ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the Congress Meeting 
held on Tuesday 26th June 2018  

at 6.00 p.m. in the Centenary Hall  
at Real Club de Polo, Barcelona, Spain 

 
1. Present 
 
WGMA Board: Wim van Noortwijk (President and chairman of the meeting), Peter Sweeney 
(Vice President), Nanda Siebers (Vice President), Jaap Quarles van Ufford (Technical 
Director), David Ferguson (Hon Treasurer) and Adrian Stephenson (Consultant Director) 
plus Robin Mayes (WGMA Legal Adviser), Margot Reelick (WGMA Assistant Technical 
Director) and Steve Winnall (WGMA Website Manager)  
 
Delegates: Daan Holsboer (Alliance International), Eduardo Guelfand (Argentina), Denis 
Lovell (Australia), Alain Mertens (Belgium), Ian Baggott (Canada), Steve Floyd (England), 
Thierry Dujardin (France), Hans-Werner Schrader (Germany), Mike Button (Hong Kong), 
Sean Curran (Ireland), Giampaolo Puglia (Italy), Junichi Sekiya (Japan), Henk Rouwendal 
(Netherlands), Barry Prestney (New Zealand), Kieran McLernan (Scotland), Amarjit Singh 
(Singapore), Roy Wilson (South Africa), Jose Borrell (Spain), Peter Bale (USA), Jeff 
Robinson (Wales), Sudesh Nayar (LX Club), Peter Hayes (Southern Cross) 
 
Observers: Peter Terleski and Ishbel Dickens (Alliance), Jose Agustin Bello (Argentina), 
Anthony Leidensdorf (Belgium), John McBryde (Canada), Ben Rea (England), Gilles 
Desailleurs (France), Dieter Riehm and Wolfgang Hillmann (Germany), Iqbal Khan (Hong 
Kong), Crawford McKee (Ireland), Paolo Tosetto (Italy), Keiko Sekiya, Yoshimitsu 
Umezawa and Kevin Dempster (Japan), Joop van Eekeren and Huib Preij (Netherlands), John 
Bullock (New Zealand), Bernie Morrison (Scotland), Sardol Singh (Singapore), Alberto 
Essery and Antonio Morales (Spain), Robert Goldmuntz and Aaron Sher (USA), Glyn 
Thomas (Wales), Jim Murray (LX Club) 
 
Guests: Peter Child (WGMA Past President), Glenn Paton (IMHA), Imtiaz Sheikh and Neil 
Sturrock (WMH Working Groups) 
 
Members of Honour: David Fargus (Hong Kong), Kenji Hamanaka (Japan), Morley Pecker 
(England) 



 
Apologies for absence were received from Tom Lawless (WGMA Vice President), Sarinder 
Dillon (WGMA Vice President), Rene Granat (WGMA Vice President), Poon Foke Loke 
(Malaysia), Reda Emam (Egypt), Myung Suk Park (Korea), Sue Briggs (IMHA), Michael 
Gallant (WGMA Hon Auditor), Sue Catton and Steve Catton (WMH Interim Management 
Group), Mary Cicinelli (WMH Working Groups) 
 
1. Welcome by the President 
 
Wim van Noortwijk (WvN) welcomed delegates, obervers and all other guests to the 2018 
Congress. He welcomed the three new members present – Argentina, Canada and the United 
States – Glenn Paton, President of IMHA and representatives from the World Masters 
Hockey Working Groups. He also made special mention of the three WGMA Members of 
Honour who were present. He thanked Real Club de Polo for their hosting of the 9th Grand 
Masters Hockey World Cup – the largest WGMA event to date with 77 teams and 241 
matches in 10 days of competition. 
 
2. Apologies for Absence 
 
Adrian Stephenson (AS) acting as secretary of the meeting read the apologies for absence and 
read a statement from David Ewing (Appendix 1) apologising to members for not being in 
Barcelona and saying that for health reasons he would not seek re-election as Hon Secretary. 
AS confirmed that there were sufficient members present – 20 of the 23 voting members - to 
form a quorum and that the business of the meeting could proceed. 
 
3. Minutes of the EGM at Glasgow in August 2017 
 
The minutes had been circulated to members and there were no amendments and they were 
unanimously approved by the meeting. 
 
4. President’s Report 
 
WvN reported that WGMA now has 23 voting members – 22 countries and Alliance 
International (Appendix 2). He detailed the meetings that had taken place during the past 
year. AS, DF and Sarinder Dillon (SD) had visited Hiroshima, Japan for the Grand Masters 
Asian Cup in October 2017. There had been a WGMA Board meeting in Amsterdam in 
February 2018, which included a special meeting with the Dutch 60+ organisation, and three 
visits to Barcelona involving WvN, AS and Jaap Quarles van Ufford (JQvU) to supervise 
preparations for the current tournament. WvN, JQvU and Netherlands delegate Henk 
Rouwendal had visited KHC Dragons in Brasschaat, Belgium who would host the Grand 
Masters Hockey European Cup 2019 and he had also visited Eindhoven, one of the potential 
hosts of the 2020 World Cup. WvN and AS had attended four meetings of the WMH Interim 
Management Group at Bisham Abbey, England and WMH would be further discussed later 
on the agenda.  
 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
 
David Ferguson (DF) reported that the costs associated with the management of WGMA 
were continuing to rise and in 2017 there was only a small surplus at the end of the year. The 
members unanimously approved the 2016 and 2017 accounts. Costs already incurred in 2018 



had almost reached the total costs of 2017. This was largely due to the increased involvement 
in WGMA personnel in working with the organising committee on the planning and 
management of such large events and the cost of WGMA representatives attending regular 
WMH meetings. Members’ subscription fees had been held for the past four years but it was 
felt that an additional 50 euros per membership level was now appropriate. DF also 
recommended an increase in the tournament fees from 800 euros per team to 850 euros. 
Giampaolo Puglia (Italy) expressed a fear that Italy would be asked to pay two affiliation fees 
in 2019 if World Masters Hockey (WMH) was formed – one to WGMA and one to WMH. 
He was assured that this would not be the case. WGMA would still need subscription fees for 
2019 to cover the costs of supervising the Grand Masters European and Asian Cup 
tournaments and other costs involved in the running of the organisation and the handover to 
WMH. WGMA members on the WMH Interim Management Group would argue strongly 
against any WMH subscription fees being payable until January 2020. Roy Wilson (South 
Africa) asked what would happen to any balance left in WGMA at the end of 2019. It was 
pointed out that according to the Memorandum and Articles of WGMA any surplus at the 
time of dissolution of the company would need to be ‘given or transferred to some other 
company or charities having objects similar to the Objects’. 
 
6. Technical Director’s Report 
 
JQvU reported that Masters Regulations and their relationship to FIH Tournament 
Regulations were currently under review by a WMH Working Group. 
He again stressed the need for members to respect the under-age regulations as there had 
been the usual number of eleventh hour requests for special dispensation which had meant 
extra work for the organisers. He made a further appeal for countries to meet their obligation 
to provide umpires for tournaments. England had improved on their previous poor record 
outside the UK, Australia and Netherlands were as ever the leading nations and a thank you 
to newcomers Canada for bringing two umpires. At the other end of the scale Belgium, 
Ireland, Scotland, Wales and Germany all had several teams in the tournament but were able 
to provide only one umpire or, in some cases, none at all. JQvU finished with the suggestion 
that countries find some way for teams to subsidise the travel costs of umpires in the same 
way that they also pay the costs of physios who travel with teams – i.e. a small per capita 
levy. 
 
7. World Masters Hockey 
 
WvN explained to members that after a long period of negotiation and discussion we are now 
in agreement with most of the protocols and have reached the final stages. World Masters 
Hockey would be incorporated in the next few months and the Memorandum & Articles for 
the company – its constitution – were almost finalised (Appendix 3). He presented a chart 
which he had prepared to show the management structure that had now been agreed for 
WMH (Appendix 4), listing those currently involved in the Working Groups that have been 
acting as think tanks and will eventually be transformed into standing committees with 
members appointed by the Board once WMH is incorporated.  
 
The outstanding concerns relating to the way in which WMH will function had been detailed 
in an email to delegates dated 15th June 2018 (Appendix 5) but the actual formation of WMH 
must now be accepted as the only way ahead for Masters hockey that will be endorsed by 
FIH. AS referred to a letter received from FIH dated 19th June 2018 and signed by FIH 
President Dr Batra and CEO Thierry Weil stating that FIH recognition of WGMA would 



cease with effect from 31st July 2019 (Appendix 6). He added that a new Memorandum of 
Understanding between WMH and FIH was being prepared which would details the powers 
given to WMH and the conditions imposed by FIH. 
 
It was explained to members that it had been agreed that an appointed board would manage 
WMH from its incorporation to the first General Assembly, which was scheduled to take 
place before the end of July 2019, at which time there would be a first election of officers as 
per the Memorandum & Articles. The first board would consist of the two nominated 
directors from each of IMHA and WGMA and an independent President. The roles of 
Secretary/CEO and Treasurer had yet to be discussed. Roy Wilson (South Africa) asked why 
there could not be more directors on this initial board and was told that this number had been 
agreed as a appointed group to manage the period up to the first General Assembly. WvN 
pointed out that any elected Board is, of course, in a position to recommend at any time in the 
future alterations to the Memorandum & Articles at a General Assembly if these are felt 
appropriate. Denis Lovell (Australia) nominated WvN and AS as the two WGMA 
representatives on the first WMH board and this was seconded by Mike Button (Hong Kong). 
These nominations were unanimously approved by the meeting.  
 
WvN encouraged members to take an active role in bringing together in their own countries 
all elements of Masters and Grand Masters hockey to bring a united national voice to the first 
General Assembly of the new organization. Members should be prepared to offer their time 
and experience to help shape the future of Masters hockey in their country - the future is in 
their own hands and their responsibility. Denis Lovell (Australia) made the point that this 
might be a difficult task in many countries. Daan Holsboer (Alliance) suggested that any 
organisations facing problems with their National Associations should approach WMH for 
their help. WvN pledged the support of the WGMA nominees to encourage National 
Associations to make the right decisions but agreed that the membership application process 
and representation at the General Assembly were problems that would need to be addressed 
by WMH in its initial period. WMH would need positive leadership and a solid financial 
base. At this point WvN told members that during recent informal discussions with former 
FIH President Leandro Negre it had been suggested that he might like to help steer WMH 
through its initial period as the concept was his original idea. He had expressed interest in 
doing so and had agreed a statement which AS read to the meeting (Appendix 7). 
 
8. The Motion 
 
WvN proposed that the meeting approve the Motion as previously circulated: The members 
of WGMA agree in principle to support the formation of World Masters Hockey. 
 
Sean Curran (Ireland) asked that the words ‘in principle’ be removed and this was agreed by 
the meeting. The revised Motion - The members of WGMA agree to support the 
formation of World Masters Hockey - was then proposed by Denis Lovell (Australia), 
seconded by Brian Prestney (New Zealand) and unanimously approved. 
 
9. The Future of WGMA 
 
It was agreed that this item would be deferred for discussion at an EGM during the Grand 
Masters Hockey European Cup at Brasschaat in June 2019 by which time WMH will be 
incorporated and operational. 
 



 
10. Election of WGMA Officers 
 
Sarinder Dillon had expressed a wish to stand down as Vice President with special 
responsibility for Asia and had proposed Amarjit Singh as his replacement. This was 
unanimously approved by the members and Amarjit Singh was elected as a Vice President 
and will have a special responsibility in helping to organize the Grand Masters Asian Cup 
2019 in Korea. 
 
In view of David Ewing’s resignation as Hon Secretary just before the Congress this position 
had not been advertised as a vacancy. As AS had been filling this role in recent months it was 
suggested that he should continue for the immediate future rather than introduce a new 
appointee for what would be a relatively short period. Daan Holsboer (Alliance) suggested 
that Ishbel Dickens might fill the role but despite some support for this idea from the floor 
sufficient notice had not been given for this nomination to be put to the vote. AS expressed 
his gratitude to Ishbel Dickens for her offer and suggested that they might share the work 
load over the next year. This was agreed as an acceptable solution. 
 
11. Alliance International HC 
 
The voting rights of Alliance International HC are considered every two years at Congress 
and are renewed if members accept that Alliance are filling their intended role as representing 
those countries who have yet to become members. This was agreed by the meeting and 
Alliance were granted voting rights for a further two years and were assured that there will be 
a similar role for them in WMH.  
 
12. WGMA Events Calendar 
 
The 7th Grand Masters Hockey European Cup 2019 will be held at KHC Dragons at 
Brasschaat near Antwerp between 19th-29th June. Dominique Vos represented the club at the 
meeting and described the club’s facilities and the four pitches on the one site. She also 
detailed the attractions of Antwerp and explained that the organising committee had already 
made arrangements with several hotels to offer favourable rates. 
 
The 5th Grand Masters Hockey Asian Cup 2019 will be held at Incheon, near Seoul, in Korea 
in October and WGMA have been assured that preparations are already under way. 
 
Presentations were made by Tokyo, Japan and Eindhoven, Netherlands who are both bidding 
to host the Grand Masters Hockey World Cup 2020. Japan has already made arrangements 
with their Olympic Committee and Tokyo City Council to have use of the two pitches which 
will be used for the Olympics a few months earlier. They would stage the World Cup during 
a two-week period between end September and early November 2020. HC Oranje-Rood, 
Eindhoven offer the use of their eight pitches and impressive clubhouse facilities and would 
stage the event in June/July 2020. Members were advised that the final decision would be 
made by WMH but delegates were asked to make their preference known to the WGMA 
Board. 
 
 
 
 



13. Members of Honour 
 
The Board proposed that former WGMA President Peter Child and Doug Morrice, the first 
Treasurer of WGMA, should be made Members of Honour for their considerable contribution 
to the early development of WGMA. There was a unanimous vote in support of this proposal 
and Peter and Doug were duly elected Members of Honour. 
 
14. Date of the next meeting 
 
It was agreed that there should be an EGM at Brasschaat, Belgium during the Grand Masters 
Hockey European Cup next year. 
 
Adrian Stephenson 
Acting Secretary, WGMA 
 
11th June 2018 
 
 


