
Appendix 5 

Email to Delegates 15th June 2018 

WORLD MASTERS HOCKEY 
The Memorandum and Articles for World Masters Hockey (WMH) - its constitution - are still not in their final form 
but we are sending you the latest draft so that you are aware of the current position. There are elements that we 
have suggested be taken out of the the Memorandum & Articles of Association (M&A) and included instead in a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with FIH. Our proposal is that WMH should be an entirely independent 
members’ association concerned with the global development of competitive and enjoyable Masters hockey. The 
intention would be that it becomes an organisation recognised by FIH in the same way that WGMA and IMHA are 
FIH Recognised Organisations. To achieve FIH recognition WMH would need to meet certain 
conditions/obligations required by FIH and in return WMH would be given certain powers by FIH. There has 
however been no indication that FIH are prepared to fund the new organisation in any way. The MoU with FIH 
and the M&A of WMH should therefore be read together to get the full picture. At present we are still waiting for a 
proposed draft of the MoU from FIH. 
 
We are listing below a summary of the issues that we consider to be still outstanding.  
 
We hope that you will have time to read the Memorandum and Articles of Association and discuss them with your 
colleagues together with our comments below so that we can have a fruitful discussion at Congress and agree 
the best way forward. A lot of hard work has gone into getting us this far and we are determined to reach a 
successful conclusion. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Wim van Noortwijk 
 
Adrian Stephenson 

Operational issues yet to be resolved 

Membership  

How do we ensure that those organisations and personnel currently organising Grand Masters hockey in member 
nations have a role to play in WMH? While it is agreed that ideally a National Association will coordinate Masters 
hockey in their country, bring together all those involved at all age levels and both genders and form a basis for 
membership acceptable to all, we would argue that this may take some time to achieve. We feel that WMH 
should encourage and support dialogue between the NAs and existing organisations but should also ensure a 
continuity in the relationships that exist at present between member nations and both IMHA and WGMA. 

Delegation  

If there is only one vote per member nation, who speaks for that nation and on what basis? At present the 
proposed constitution states that the National Association should be the member of WMH and has a single vote 
unless it gives this responsibility to a delegated organisation within that country. How can we ensure that this vote 
is properly used and reflects the opinion of all those involved in organising Masters hockey in that country?  

Ideally a delegation of three persons (as proposed) will be formed of a representative group from all ages and 
both genders with an agreed position on any issue but how can we ensure that this is the case?  If WMH is to 
succeed in providing what is expected by all ages groups and so grow the Masters community it is vital that those 
organisations and personnel currently involved work together within their own countries to ensure that their vision 
of the future is achieved. Change is inevitable as the numbers grow but it must be carefully managed by those 
who are prepared to dedicate time and energy to representing the views of all. 

Executive Board  

The first Executive Board will comprise two nominated members from WGMA and two from IMHA (one of these 
four acting as Secretary) with an independent President and a non-voting representative from FIH. Nominations 
for office will then be sought early in 2019 and Officers (President, Secretary and Treasurer) will be elected at the 



first General Assembly together with two ordinary members. Two additional ordinary members will be appointed, 
one by WGMA and one by IMHA, for a period of two years to help ensure continuity. Thereafter those two 
positions will become ordinary members subject to normal election procedure at the second General Assembly.   

Events Management  

We are suggesting that no change be made to the existing age group divisions until after 2020. WMH will need 
time to settle down after its formation. The General Assembly in 2019, with its new members and newly elected 
Executive Board, would be the appropriate time to consider tournaments for 2021 onwards. WMH has already 
agreed that WGMA and IMHA should proceed with the management of the European Cup tournaments in 2019 
and although the World Cups in 2020 would be WMH World Cup tournaments we suggest that the existing age 
group divisions be maintained, even if they may be sub-divided within those two divisions if numbers are 
excessive. There will be presentations from Japan and the Netherlands at Barcelona and we hope that Members 
will make their opinions known at Congress. 

 
  


